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[Abstract)

Formation and development process of the Five Elements(%17)
through excavated literature

- Based on the analysis of the excavated oracle bone
scripts and bronze scripts

Park, Seong-woo + Moon, Chi-ung

Five Elements (#17) are composed of Water (K), Fire (*k), Wood (), Metal
(%), and Earth (+), which are a fivefold conceptual scheme that ancient east asia
several fields used to explain a core elements, cardinal virtues, or territory.

The use of Five Elements began in ancient times and the history of its formation
and development is very long. We often find cases of the use Five Elements in
the excavated oracle bone scripts and bronze scripts. However, it is unclear when
Five Elements appeared and what it meant, and recent researches are still being
conducted on the origins, original meanings and changes.

In this research, we investigated the overall formation process of Five Elements
in ancient times in detail and eventually conducted the study to track the meaning
of Five Elements. In order to solve these problems, we actively utilized the literature
excavated from the former-Qin dynasty period rather than the existing limited
literature-driven analysis. We collected and analyzed the examples of oracle bone
scripts from the Shang Dynasty and bronze scripts from Western Zhou Dynasty.
In addition, the excavation data and traditional literature after Eastern Zhou Dynasty
were supplemented to trace and analyze the process of the transition, establishment,
and transition of Five Elements.

From the trace and analyze of these literature, we can conclude that Five
Elements can be divided into two main categories such as the relationship
interpretations using the properties of elements and the utilization of five directions
and their areas. The concepts using the properties of elements are mutual generation
(#14:) which is ordered of Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal and Water, and mutual
overcoming (f17%) ordered of Wood, Earth, Water, Fire, and Metal. The mutual
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generation and mutual overcoming are concepts created in later generations, not
in the origin of Five Elements. The origin and order of Five Elements begins with
directions and their areas, in which order Water, Fire, Wood, Metal and Earth.

[Key words] excavated literature, traditional literature, five elements, oracle bone scripts,
and bronze scripts
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