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(Abstract)

Issues related to the recording of the figures in the Annals
of the Five Emperors (ffiAdd) of Shiji (H3c)

Moon, Chi-ung

The activities and achievements of the figures referred to as the
Five Emperors are recorded in the Annals of the Five Emperors (F77
A%2) of Shiji (3230). The Five Emperors selected are the Yellow
Emperor (&), Zhuanxu (ifi¥), Ku (#), Yao (3%), and Shun (5%).
They reigned during the 500-year period from the age of the Yellow
Emperor to the reign of Shun. However, there are some critical
historical issues such as the different groupings of the Five Emperors,
the incorrectly described activities era of the main figures, and the
exaggerated or reduced activity description on the specific figures. In
order to clear these problems, we compared its contents with
reference materials pertaining to Shiji.

From the comparison analysis, we know that the selection of the
Five Emperors was not based on the principle of the mutual
generation (fH4:) sequence or the order of mutual overcoming (fH7%).
The central area for activities during the reign of each emperor, in
addition, used to move from place to place. The frequent shift of
central area depending on regime changes is not normal. The eastern
place Mok (’K) was considered the central state of politics, economics,
and culture during the era of Five Emperors:, the Annals of the Five
Emperors mainly pertain to To (1). This was exaggerated by Sima
Qian (F1HE&) as the main history of the Yellow Emperor in ancient
times. The Red Emperor lived about 500 years ago, and then Yellow

Emperor reigned. However, Sima Qian described two people of the
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same age making unreasonable achievements for the Yellow Emperor.
In addition, he did not include the White Emperor (H#) as an
emperor of western place at that time within the groupings of the Five
Emperors.

We can conclude that these results were due to the subjective
opinion of Sima Qian, and were different from the contents of the Shiji

reference.

Key Words : Annals of the Five Emperors, mutual generation (#84), mutual
overcoming (#5%), Yellow Emperor (#7), eastern place, Mok (/)



