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(Abstract)

“Government-patronized Historiography”™ in Modern Japan,
and The Study of National History(BR%oM5E) written by
Katsumi Kuroita (BHi#B3E)

Song, Whan-bhum’

When did modern historical studies begin in Japan? What role did
Katsumi Kuroita (1874-1946, ®2#if%) play in modern historical
studies in Japan: what is the significance of his role? The purpose
of this study is to explore answers to these questions. However, these
two research tasks appear to be interrelated. The reason is that
mainstream Japanese modern history was the outcome of
government-led history compilation and positivist historiography,
which are collectively referred to as the so-called “an imperialist view
of history’, and the person who played the most pivotal role in this
government-patronized historiography was Kuroita, a historian at
that time. In addition, it can be said that Kuroita was closely related
to the beginning of modern historical studies of Korea, a country
which experienced colonialism during the period of “Imperial Japan.”
The Study of National History (BI# ®#9E) was compiled by Kuroita
based on such a view of history. Therefore, it is considered that a
thorough analysis of Kuroita's book is an appropriate method for
gaining insights into modern historical studies based on his thought,
as well as for insights into the origins of government-patronized

historiography in Japan.

* KOREA UNIV. Global Institute for Japanese Studies
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